
Grants Application  
 

Application Details 

Fund Holehird Trust Fund 21/22 
(Groups) 

Application no 22997 

Project cost £59,040.00 Amount requested £2,000.00 

Amount 
recommended 

£2,000.00 Grants Officer Ellen Clements 

 

Applicant Details 

Organisation Warcop Parish Council 

Post Town 
 

KIRKBY STEPHEN District Eden 

Grant Priority 5 Index of Multiple 
Deprivation 

51 

Aims of the group As a parish council for Warcop, Sandford and Bleatarn we work to improve many aspects of 
our community for the benefit of all residents. We also fulfil our legal duties with regard to 
planning, consultations and liaising with other democratic bodies. This project aims to 
provide a new upgraded playground for the children in the Parish and beyond to enjoy. 

 

Previous Funding Details 

No. of grant 
applications 

2 
 

No. of approved 
grants 

1 Total Amount 
Awarded 

£15000.00 

   

Project Details 

Project title Upgrading of Warcop Playground 

What would you 
like to do with 
your grant? 

We plan to create an inclusive playground for all children, which will include a swing and a 
‘flying saucer’ spinner suitable for disabled children.  The new equipment will replace the 
aged, rusted playground equipment currently in the playground.   
 
We plan to dispose of all obsolete equipment and clear and prepare the site. The upgraded 
play area will include the following equipment: 2 standard swings, 2 toddler swings, 1 basket 
swing, 1 zipwire, 1 activity tower suitable for all ages with a slide. An inclusive roundabout 
spinner will also be installed.  Flooring will be a combination of grass mats and wet pour 
safety surfacing.   
 
The grant will be put towards the purchase and installation of the equipment. 

How do you know 
that the people in 
your community 
want this 
project/activity 
and what evidence 
have you collected 
to demonstrate 
this? 

The parish council were approached by a local parishioner who felt that the current 
playground is aged, rusted and in dire need of an upgrade. The regeneration of the 
playground was then added to the parish council action plan and is being implemented by the 
parish council and a small working group of local parents who aim to provide an improved 
playground for all children to enjoy. 
 
We carried out a survey of the 220 Households in the parish, 22 were returned. 100% 
answered that they thought there was a need to install new playground equipment. 91% said 
they would use the playground more if it was improved and 100% agreed that an updated 
playground would be a positive addition to the village.   
 
We have social media pages on Facebook and Twitter and post updates, including plans for 
the park and fundraising events.  We have received very positive feedback through social 
media for our project and have enabled the community to voice their opinions through the 
social media pages.  Some local parents have offered their help to remove the obsolete 
equipment and return the area to grass seed, ready for the installation to take place. 

Explain how the 
people or 
community 
accessing your 

Warcop has very little public transport, so any families within the village without a car are 
unable to travel to playgrounds for their children to play. The closest play area is located 3.6 
miles away along the busy A66.  It would take approximately 1 and a half hours to walk to 
Brough on B roads, so it is not a viable alternative for low-income families who may rely on 



services are 
disadvantaged and 
tell us about the 
issues they face 

public transport.  
 
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic all children have been confined to their homes, this project will 
provide a place for children to play outside of their homes and help to alleviate any mental 
health issues that may have arisen from the imposed lockdowns.  

Outline the 
benefits and 
outcomes that you 
expect to achieve 
as a result of the 
funding 

We believe that the play area will have a huge benefit to the local community and will reduce 
social isolation, encourage health and wellbeing, and will help to bring young people out of 
their rooms, after a prolonged lockdown which may have impacted upon their mental health. 
It will provide a green space for children and adults who may have suffered with metal health 
issues during the Covid-19 lockdown and will encourage them to leave their homes.  It will 
reduce social isolation and as Warcop has very little public transport, it will enable families 
within the village to take their children to a play area.   We expect that an improved 
playground will have a greater number of children, not only from the village, but from 
surrounding villages and towns visiting it. 

How you will 
collate, measure 
and report the 
benefits you 
describe? 

Once the new equipment is installed we will measure the usage by periodically counting the 
number of children using the play area. 
 
We will also create questionnaires of users at the park and complete a follow-up survey to 
gauge opinion. 

How does the 
project/activity 
progress after this 
funding ends, or is 
it one-off? 

This is a one off project which will improve the play facilities and enhance the village for the 
children of the parish and beyond for the next 15-20 years. 

How will this grant 
help to develop or 
sustain your 
organisation or 
project post 
COVID-19? 

The park was out of action during the first Covid-19 lockdown and has such been become in 
dire state, the long degradation of the park has been a slow creep for the last 30 years. Covid 
has hastened the need for update due to the local residents spending the summer at home 
and the need to have an outside space to play in.  The grant will go towards the funding and 
installation of new play equipment which will last for the next 15-20 years. 

Living Wage We have not budgeted staff costs, as the project cost includes labour and fitting of the play 
equipment.  2 local parents have offered to help to remove the obsolete equipment at no 
cost to us. 

No of beneficiaries 100 No of volunteers 5 

  

Expenditure 

Other costs: £2,000.00 
Equipment Purchase - £36,006 
Supply and Installation of safety surfacing - £9,984 
Installation - £10,030 
Packaging and Carriage - £900 

 
 
Prices based on Streetscape quote, minus removal and 
disposal of old equipment. 

 

Income 

Amount of funding 
raised so far 

£6,649.75 £1,649.75 raised via community fundraising. £5,000 donation from 
Warcop Parish Council 

Applying 
Elsewhere 

Yes £10,000 National Lottery Awards for All, £10,000 Eden Community 
Foundation, £5,000 Hadfield Trust, £3500 Freida Scott Charitable 
Trust 

Quotes Received Yes 

  

Assessment 

Assessor’s 
comments  

Warcop is near the A66 road and is 5 miles north of Kirkby Stephen and about 5 miles south 
of Appleby-in-Westmorland. It had a population of 491 in the 2001 census, increasing to 532 
at the Census 2011. 
The Parish Council are applying for funding to renew the equipment in the children's play 
area. They hope to keep the costs down by using volunteers to remove the equipment. 
 



They have raised £1,649.75 of the £59,040.00 project costs and applied to other funders for 
the majority of the costs. 
 
Recommend support to help them draw down other funding. Recommend that the funding if 
approved is not paid out until they have secured at least £25,000 of the costs. 

 


